gramming may be a diminishing of deterrent effects. The well-established commitment to juvenile diversion programs nationwide, along with the federally initiated acceleration of deinstitutionalization, has effectively reduced the sanctioning functions of the juvenile justice system in favor of community-based treatment. While there is ample evidence that diversion and deinstitutionalization rationales have been poorly or inappropriately implemented (Klein 1979a), it is clear nonetheless that increasing numbers of juvenile offenders are being targeted for decreased levels of official sanctions. There is reason to suspect that as this trend becomes less a movement than a new normative standard, youngsters will learn (or be reminded), directly and by word of mouth, that official sanctions are relatively rare. Theoretically, this in turn should lead to even lower levels of both specific and general deterrence attributable to the formal mechanisms of the justice system.
Second, an accompanying trend in delinquency treatment is the greater conceptual and operational separation between minor and serious juvenile offenders. The new delinquency laws in California and Washington are explicit codifications of this trend; preliminary assessments of the impact of the California law (Teilmann and Klein 1980) reveal significant and occasionally unintended effects. More police time is going to investigate serious offenders; more serious offenders are being handled as adults; and, most dramatic of all, police handling of status offenders has decreased by as much as 50 percent without any increase in the use of alternative resources. If decreased sanctioning for minor offenses is not counterbalanced by alternative societal responses, the detriments of labeling may well be avoided, but perhaps at the expense of general deterrence and limits setting by society. The danger has not been demonstrated, but it would seem to be there nevertheless.
A third connected trend can also be discerned, and again it is one that may lead to decreased specific deterrence through sanctions for both serious and minor offenders. This is the trend toward increased legalism in the juvenile arena. One manifestation of the trend is the greater access of juveniles to the due process of law heretofore denied them in many ways. While many concerned persons applaud this development, it may) Reducing the hazards of human experiments through modifi- which persons available for inductiongencies to "have chargeed personons of parole? Moreover, if the prospect of release renders the confined individual incompetent as a matter of law to elect psychosurgery, why is the prisoner not also rendered incompetent to elect a variety of prison programs that are likely to result in his earlier release?
